AGREEMENT

between the Republic of Muldowa, of the one part, and the European Union, of the. other
part,.on the participation of thie Republic of- Mofdova in thie Unlon programme Horuon
}Luropa the Framework ngrnmmc for Research and Innovsition

The Republic-of Moldova;
ofibie ot part,
anid

the Exropean ‘Conitnission (héreinafter réferred 1o as ‘the Comimission’), on behaif of the
European Union;

of the offier part,
heréinafigr ceferred to as *the Parties’,

WHEREAS: thie Protoco] 1o the Association Agreetherit betweei the Republic of Moldovi, of
the one part and: the Eumpean Union and- the: European Atomic Energy Commiunity and, thclr‘r
Member States; -of the-othier part, .on a Framework- Agrecment ‘between the Eyropear Umon
and on r.he ‘generad principles: for the: particigiation of the Republic of Moldova in: Union:
X puldtes that- spetific terms and conditions regardmg the participation ‘of the:
chu ol uldova i each pamcu!ar programme; in particular the financiil contribution
payable and the reporting and evaluation: procedures, are to be-determined in.a Mcmomndum
of. Understmdmg between the: competent authorities-of the Republic of Moldova and the.
Ewfopein Commission oni the bésig of thie criteria established by, the programiies coricermed®;

WHEREAS the European Unum programme Honzon Europe - the Framework Programmi. for-
Research :and . Tnnovation was established by Reguiatwn {EU) 2021/695 of the Europearn:
Parlianient and.of the Cowncil® (hereinaffer referted to it as ‘Horizon Europe P‘mgrammc Y

CONSIDERING the Europeaii:Union’s efforts to.1ead the: résponse by j joining: forces with:its
mtematxonal partnersito- address global challcnges in lirie with: the plan of action for: people;
Aplanet and prosperity in the Umted Natmns Agmda ‘Transfbnmng our World: the 2030 Agenda

i mutcs and hag the-same Jegal effecis ay# Membranidum of Undérstanding stafed urder the
L ramework Agréeieni b between the chubhc of Moldova and thé Ewropéan Union on-the’ geners]
..'xpnnciplcs for’ lhepmm:p ion'of the chubhc‘o_f Moldova i Umonprogmmmcs,
‘4Regu[anon [EU; 2021/695of ihe- Europe'dn ,arlmmmi #nd of the Louncil: of 28 April 2021. establishing Horizon
Earope ~ the Framework ngramme f Rpscarch and. Inmwanon. lnymg dnwn its rules for parizcnpatwn and'
d:%mnauun. and mpealmg Regulanom.{FU} No 1290)2013 and (EU} No: 12012013 {OJ L 170, 12,5.2021,
Ly




f{a‘r.fs'iiﬁtdihﬁbléfbés{é'fﬁgmeﬁi" and aeknowledging that research and irmovation arokeydrivers:
and essential tGols. for iriiovation-led sustiinable’growih, for eibriomic compeitiveness and
RECOGNISING the general principles a5 sooutin Regulation (EU) 2021695,

ACKNOWLEDGING the objestives of the renewed. European Research. Arearto baild &

commion seientific. and techinological area, oreate:a single market for-research and innovation,
foster-and facilitate thé Gooperation’ Between organizationis in the. ficld .of research and:
{nnovation, including universities, arid the-exchange of best praices 4ad attractive vessifeh
careers; facilifate crogs: border ad inter-sectoral mobility oftessaichérs, foster free rioveinigit
of scientific knowledgeand innovation, promoie the respect of academic freedom and. reedom:
-Of:seientifig réséarch; supporiscicnte educition and comimunication activities; and ericourage -
: 5;“.;‘;mpq_ﬁgyg;gﬁsgiﬁdﬁéi@éﬁ%ﬁ't?sﬁ:Q'f:ﬁﬁﬁiﬁ.ﬁﬁﬁﬁg‘é@ﬁbﬁﬁ’eﬁ;ﬂ‘ﬁﬂ?'ﬂiat associated Colntrigsare:
key-partners'in this-endeavor; /

EMPHASISING the. rolg’ of tHé' Eliropean Pannerstiips. addressing some: of Europe’s-most-
pressing: challenges (hrough concerted ‘reséarchi diid. inndviltion ‘initiafives. GoRGIBUAG.
“Significantly to-those Eiropean Union’s priorities in the ares of research and innovation that:
Tequire - critical miass and long:term vision and the importance of associated, countries!

‘iivolvement in those Partnerships;
‘SEEKING.1o, estblist mutially ‘advaiiagenus conditions in ordet fo.creatodsdent jobs, 15
strengihen and support innovaion ecosystems of the Partics by helpig enterprises o nrigvite,

and'scale.upy'in the markets of the-Parfies and facilitating the uptake as well as deployment:and

raceessibility of Tirovatiot; ineluding capacity buiilding activities:
RECOGNISING fhat reciprochl participation n each oihér’s resedrch dnd Snnovition.
"programmes shiould provide imutual beriefits; while #eknowled ging that the Pastics reserve thir

right-to linit or condition parficipation in teir research.and innovation programmes;including:
+in particular for actions related 16 théir strategic assets, interests, autonomy or security;
CONSIDERING: that the cormimongoals, values and strong links of the Parties in the field of

researcly and innovation, establishied in the past through the Assoelation Agreemerits 16t
_ amework. Programnes, and recognising the‘common desire of the: Partiss to.
ﬁiﬁﬁéﬁﬂev}é}@,- strengthien, stimulate-and extend their relatibns and-cooperation therein;

subsequent Framew
HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article I.
Scopeof the agsoclation’
l: _ThieRepublic of Moldova shill partcipate as an assoiated country in and contibiie to

-all:parisof he- Horizon Ewnpa?mgramme - fhie’ Framework: Programme for Research and

Tnngvation’ (the' Horizon Europe: Prograime) reféired to in Article 4 oF Regulation (EU).

2021/695-and implemented through the: specific’ programme stablished by Decision (EU}




202177645 it thieir sfiostiip 6. dafe Versions; shd Uicough a financial conbibution o’ the.
Européar Institite 6F nfiovétiot aitid Technology,

2, Regulation (EU) 2021/819of the Eiropean Parlisment and of the Council’,-and.
Decision (E 2021/8207; i thei most up-to-date versions, shall apply to the participation of
Mﬁldbvanzligg:aléﬁﬁﬁés? it Knowledge and Tnnovation Communiities..
Atticie 2
“Tekins and donditions of git?ﬁcjjjﬁﬁoﬂ in.the Horizon Enmpergrlmme
L. The:Republic of Moldova shall participate in:the' Horizon Eufope Programuie in-

accordance: vith the: conditions 1aid down ‘i the: Protocol. [ to: the Associdtion Agreement

between the Republic of Moldova, of the one part, and the European: Uhion and the. European-
Atomic: Eneigy Commurity and théir Member States, of: the. other purt; on d Framework
Agreen leﬁtbetwemtthepubhcofMoldOVa and'the Edropean Uiion on thie general pringiples’
for the participation of the Republic.of Moldoya in-Union Programmes, aiid under the terms:
aiid coriditions set-forth in'{his Agreement; in the legal acts referred to in Article-1 of this
Ajreenietit, ds well & in'anly other rules pertaitiing {6 the implementation 6f the Horizon Europe
Prograimine, in their most up to date versions. |

2, Unless otherwise provided for.in the terms and conditions reférred to in phragraph

o
this Afticle; including in implemeritation of Article 22{S) of Regulation (EU) 2021/695; legal
eitifies established inthie Repiblic of Moldova tay participate: in indifect: soiions, 4f the
Horizon Eufope Programre under conditions equivaleit to those: applicable £ legal entifics
established ' in the European- Union; including respect for the European Union restrictive
meastires®:

3. Bifore deciding on whether legal enities established in the Republic of Moldova are eliible
to participaté in s, actioii related 16 Buropean Utiion's strategic:asséts, iritézests, aifonomy of.
secutity under- Aticle 22(5) of Regulation (EU) 2021/695, the Commission miay* request
specific-information or:assurances; such as:
a), information Whethier: reciprocal access fiss ‘been or will be granted 1o legal entitics.
established in the Eiiropean Union'to: éxjstirig and plnned piograrmmies and pegjects of
_t.f_ii"}‘l}i:;iﬂi;li't,:_f*oﬁ'MqidQ?a‘*qqu_iyqlem’tb}'.ilic;'lidrjzoh?Eurdp#"ac;ﬁon_ concerned;

*Cowncit Decision: (EU) 2021/764:0F 10 May 2021, éstabliitiing

: thie, Specific: Prograninie implementing Horzon

ramework Programinie. for Reséarchiand Iiovation, and répsaling Deciéion 2013/743/EU {03 1,

and of the Council of 20 May 2021 6n the Eurdpetin

89,28:5.2021, p.61.).

B3

of Birope and repealing Degision No | EU(O1 1 189, 28:5:2021,p.91.)..
The EU ‘ s st adopted pursuant to Article 29 of the Treaty on the European Union or Atticls.
215'of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union.




'b) inforiation "whdttier the Republic of Moldova ‘has. in-place.a naiiohal investrent
sefecning miechanis and aSsirang that athiorities of the:Republic 6 FMoldova.will
‘Eeportion and eonsull the: Comriission on any possible cases where it spplicatici o
anientity established or controlled from outside the Republic of Moldovars dovan
Tegal-éntity; Which Hus'receive HorizonEiifope funding in‘detions related to Bitopéan
Union's strategic assets; inferests, altoriomy ot séturity, provided that the Coimissiod
‘Supplies the Republic.of Moldova with the Tist of the relevant legal entities establistied
inthc Republic of Moldova following the signature:oF grant agreements;with these
enfiies; and ' " -

c)assurancesﬂmtnmufmemunswchnelogxesscrv:cesandpmductsdevetopadunder
- the coricerried actions by entitises blistied in the Republic:of Moldova shall besubjest
to restrictions on their export to EU Member States during the action and for four years
after ihe-end'of the action: The Republic: of Moldova wiit shiare an up-to-date:ist-of
subjects 6f national export Testrictions on ‘anial bisis, duing the action arid for. foir
4. Legal entifies establistiod i the Republic of Moldova may participate inthe-activitis
-ofthe:Joint Research Gentre {JRC) under terms:and conditions equivalent to-those applicable:
10 legal entities ‘established ifthie Européan Uniofi unléss limitations. 4ré. necessary, o nsire
‘eonisistency with:the scope of participation stemiming from the impléinientation of paragr
‘and 3 of this Aticle;
5s Where the: European Utiion implements.the Horizon: Earope Programme-through the .
application s Articles 185and 187.6¢ thé Treédty on the Functionitig of the European Union,
-thee Republic: of: Moldovii and: Moldovar legal entities nidy participate in the legal: structureé
“oreated wnder those provisions, i conformity;with the Europeai Uniorilegal acts thit hive béen

or w:llbeadoptzdforthccstabhshment of those legal structures,
‘6. Représeniatives of the-Repiblic.of Moldovs shall have ‘the right to. participate. ds-

SBservers i i Cormities referred 16 in Article 148 Dicision (EUY2021/764, Without votiag-
‘Tights-and for,points which concern the Republic of Moldova, |

“These committees shall meet withour the preserice of the represcatatives of the Republic-of-

“Moldava at the time;of Voting. “Thie Republic ot Moldéva will be informed of the resulf.
‘Participation as referred o in this ‘paragraph shall take the same form, mcludmgprocedureSfor :
.receipt ofinformidtion and-docimentation, as that applicable to. répresentatives fom Mrhbe:
7. 'The Republic of Moldova rights of ‘tepresentation-and participation in the; Euopean
“Research Area Committee and its subgroups-shall be those applicable to associated countries,




8:  Representatives of the. Republic,of Moldova Shall Tiate the right o' participite a6
Seiver§ if e Board of Goveriibrs 6F th: RE; withionit:yoting rights, Subjectto thia
Verned by thi sarhi rules ind.procedures a5 thiose applicable o
‘States ‘of the’ European; Union, including spe ghtsand”

: ncerns the:

represent ber
procedures for récsipt of info
Republicior Moldova

9.  The:Republic. of ‘Moldova. tay ‘pariicipaie in ‘a-‘Eurbpedn ReStarch Iffrastiiictie’
Consortium.(ERIC) indecordance with Council Regulation (EC) 723/2000%, in'its mostiup o,
datt version, and with the'legal actiesiablishing the ERIC,

ratioh and documeiitition in relation to ‘@ poirit'thist-co

10.  Travel costs.and subsistence expenses incurred by represenitatives and experts of the
Repiblic of Moldova for the purpbses £ fakirg pant as observers jn the wotk of thie" comanitiee:
refemed.to fnAnticle 14 of Decision' (EU): 20217764, o¢ in oiher moetings. related 1o the:
implementation of the Hoftzon Europe Programme, shall be reimbursed by the European Union
on the same basis as:and in accordance with the:procedures in force:for representatives of the
Memiber States 51 the Buropear Unibii. |

Y. TheParties shall make every effor, within the framework of the-existing prdvisiotis, 10
fuilitto the free movement andl residence of scientists participatingin-the activifies covered

by mIsAgrwnentand to facilitite cross-border movement of goods-and services intended for
usein such activities; :
12,  The:Republic.of Moldova shall takeé all neétessary measares, as approptiate; o ensiire’
that goodsiand services, purchased in thie Republic of Moldova o imported into the:Republic:
of Moldova, which are par'ti{illxor: entirely financed pursuant to-the grant. agreements-and/or.
contracts concluded £6r the realization of the activities ifi dceordince with this Agreenient, are’
éxempted from customs duties, itfiport disties dnd other fiséal thargés; including the VAT that:
drgdpplicable in the Republic.6fMoldova.
Financial contribution
1. <Participation.of the' Republic. of Moldova or Moldovan.Tegal ciifies in itie' Horizén

Europe Programme shall be subject to the Republic of Moldova contributing financially.

general budget of the European Union (hereinafter referred to.as the *Union budget’)--
2 Theé findnéial contribution Sl take thé form of the sumiof

4) an operational contribution; and

'B)  a partigipation. fee.

it Consortum (ERIC) {0 L 206, 38.2009,p1.
5

heil Regulagion (EC) No' 723/2009 6125 June 2009 on the Comnuniiy legal framework for a Eutopean
4 in ks if:C




3. The finaricial contribiiiion shall take: thie. foti of dn: afinuial ‘payment made in two
mswlments, and-shall beducay the Jatest in May and July,

4 The operational” contribution shall cover opcratmnal and support expendxturc f e
"ngramme and’bé: addxhonal Both:iii commitiiient dnd § aymeiit appropriatioris to ‘thedmounts
eriterdd inthe Union:budget et defiiitively adopfed for theé Horzon. Etxrope Programme, meludmg
‘#ny gppropriations ¢ur:espondmg 1] dwommﬂments iriade avanlable again asrefermed 19°in
:Article 15(3) of; chulahon (EU Euratom} 20[8/ | 046 of" the Eumpum Parhament and of the
‘Counc:i"’, i dis:most up to date: vers:on@eremaﬁer Teferred fo as 'the Financial Regulauon %
-and fheredsed: by external ass:gned revenue that does riot result from fhancial contributioss to
Ale'Horizon Eurépe Programime: fiom dther doniors!™.

‘For-external asstgncd revenue-aliocated to Horizon Eurapc Programme under Atticle 3° (1) of
Counéil Regulanon (EU) 2020/2004 ! &ntabhshmg a’ Eumpean Union Recovery Tristriment &
‘Support. thie redovery i the: feémiiath of the COVID:-19 crisis'?; this i increase shall. corresporid
to, anhual sppropriations-indicated in; the documents accompinying, the- Drgft: Budget, with
regard- tothe ‘Hofizon' Europe: Programme

5 The mmal opcratlonal,cantnbutmn shall bc based omacontnbuhon key defined as.the
ratia s Do Pr DF) of ttic Republic of _:.'_"‘_vaatmarkctpncestothe
‘Gbp of the Eumpean Umon at market pnm The GDPs st market prices to be. apphed shall'be
determiried By the’ dédicalted Comimission services based on the most recent statistical data.
available for budget calculations in the year prior 1o the' year in which the annisal paysent is
due. By dmganon for 2021 thie initial operational contribution shall be based on the GDP.of
':the year: :2019:at market prices; Adjusunents to this contnbutlon key are Taid downin Annex T

.. Thelinitigl operational contribution shiall be calealnted applyin; g theicontribution’key, as
iad_yustad to the. mﬂ.‘uﬂ comtnitment., appropnatxons entered in the E‘uropean Umon hudgct‘
deﬁmuvely adoptcd for the: apph::ab]e -year for- ﬁnanmng the Horizon Europe- ngramme
‘ificreased i accordarice with: pamgraph 4 of this Article.

7- _ The pmﬁcapatzon f’ee shall be 4% of thc ‘annual, mmal operauonal conmbunnn asy
'calculated inaccordance: wuh paragraph 5 and 6of thls Arhcle and shall be phased inas setout
‘inAhnexT. The parumpatmn fee'shall not be siibject fo retrospccnvc adjiistments or corréctions.

‘“&egulauuu (EU, Euratom) 2018!1046 o(‘ the Enropean Parliament and, of the Council of 18 July 2018 on the
';Cﬁnnnclgl;nﬂes applicable’to; thc gcncra! budgct,of the. Unicm, mnending Regulauons {EU) No 129612013, (EU) No f'.

13, EU} No 130312013 (EU No & 041’2013 (EU) No.1309/2013, {EU) No.. 13!61’2013, :
‘:22312014 (EU) N’D 233 ..Dccxsron Ng- 541/2014!5{} aml repcallng Regulauon (EU, Emlnm};,No .

iBly thc.» urces:frot the: Eifropean Union/Recovery Instniment established: by Councxl'
5Hi ?2094 of 14 Decemba:rzﬂlﬂ cstnbhshmg a European Union' Redovery Instrument 1o support
overy in lhc»hﬁmmalh’of lhe COVID-W crisis (OJ L4331, 22,12.2020, p. 23.).
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& - Théinitial opemtmnal cofitributiot for d year N maybe ad;usted upwards-or downwirds
*ffé"t"fé"‘“”“"‘t;vcly in'oneé orore: subsequént.’ ycars ‘o0 the basis of the budgetiiry commitnents.
‘madeon’ mmiitinient apiropridtions of that yedr N zncteased inaccordarice with paragraph.
4; of 1s Arnc Ig,. thet : 1mplemcptz_m i thro! ;__legal commntments and the:r dc-commuments ‘
“The detailéd: provisions for the: :mpIementanon of this Article are set out’in Anslex I

9. The: ‘Emjopf:an Ustion shall provide, the > Republicof Moldova with information i relation
| to ﬂs ﬁnancxail' partlcupatmh TS mciuded in ‘the budgetary, accountmg, performance and.
: evaluatron rclated mformat\on prowded 0 the European Union budgetary -and. dxschaxge'

aisthoritics. concermng .the Horizon ' Eumpe Programme. That information shall be prcmded
Havidg:due regard to the ’:‘:‘m‘opean Union’s #nd the Republic of Moldova’s mnﬁdentzahty and"

data prutecnon rulesdnd. shal! be mthout pre_pudxce to the information ‘whichthe Républic of

Moldova is enititled to receive under'Annex TIL

10..  Allicontributions ofithe Reépublic of- Molddya orpayinents. from the Eurdpean Union,.
and 1he calcu atioi iof amounts due or to be: recewed sha]i be-mrigdéin euro.

) . HArficle 4 ,
Automatic'correction mechanism

L, An automatm correct:on mmhamsm of the mmal operatmnai contribution of lhc,
chuhhc of Moldovi for 3 ycar N as. adjiisted in-accorditios with Article 3(8), shall app]y_ and’
sha!! becalculated in year N+2. 1t shiall Bebassd on thie performarice of: thé Repubilicof Moldova:
and Muidovan legal ennnes in. the parts of the Horizon Europe ngramme which' are
rmplemented ﬁlrc:ugh oompenlwe grants financed. from commitment appropriations fror the.
yearN; increased ini.aceordante with Article 3(4).

The ariunt/of the diitoriiatié corréction shall be calculated basedon ihc differénce betweesi:

a) the m:ttlal arnopits of tha !ega] commitmenits for ccampctlfwe ‘grants actually éntered into:
wﬁh the chubhc of Moldova or Moldovan legal entities financed from commitment:

| :apprdpmuons of the yaar"N incredsed ti aceordaiice with, Arficle 34y add

b) the Gorresponding. operational ¢ ibution of the yéar N- pald by the Republic oF
Moldova 85 adjusted ‘pursuant: Afticle: 3{8), excludmg non-intervention costs financed
froim commitiiént appropna{xons‘ﬁ'om the yearN; iricredsed'in accordance with Adidle
3(4).

2. Where the amount réferred to in paragraph 1, whither that amount is positive 6f
negative, exceeds 8% of thie: cotréspondinig; initial: ‘operational conttibution as adjusted: purSudnt:
to Article! 3(8}, the ihitial operanonal conttibution-of the Repubhc of Moldovafor. ‘year N shall
be corrected. The amount dug by‘or to be reeived by thie Repiiblic of Meldova as an. additional
contnbutwn or feduction of: the Republic. of Moldova's contribution inder the: AULOMAtic:
correction mechariism shall be the amount exceeding this 8% threshold, the amount below this
threshold of 8% will not bé takén info Adcount in calcilating the additional contribistion dug or
compcnsated

3;  Detailed rulw on the-automatic correction mechanism are laid‘down in-Annex 1.




AFficle’s:

‘Réeiprocity
1. Legiil cntities. c:stahhshed fiv:the; Europcan Union may pammpaie in:programmes; snd
_.pro;ects of the Repubhc of ‘Moldova equwaiem to-the Horizon Europe Programme, in
.dccordince with-the national apphcable lcgislahon in the chubhc of Moldova.
2 ThE nohiexhalishivedistofike: equwalcnt progrannncs anid projects of the Repubhc of
Molduva isp ‘v'dcd'fi‘_q Anneéx 11,
3. Funding'by the: Repubhc of Moldova.of 1egai entities established in the Union shail bc--
: subject to the. ‘national apphcable leg:slauon in the. chubhc of -Moldova gavcmmg the
opcrauon of research and innovation programimes and pro_lccts ‘Where ﬁmdmg is:-not provided;.
legal entities gstablished ifi the Union'may participate With their owii means.

Article.6.
ﬁpﬁﬁ Science

“Thie-Partips shiall mutually prafrote: and encoutage gpen seiencs: ‘practices.in their'programmes

-

and, Pro ccordant:e wil lhe rules of the Hanzon Europe. Programme and the national
»apphcablc !egxslahon i the- chubhc of Moldova:-

Article 7
Monitoring, Evalustion and Reporting

1. Without prejudicc to the: res;aonmbﬂ:ﬁes of the:Commission; the European Anti:Fraud’
-Office (GLAF) afid the: Court of Aunditors 6F the Etropear Union in relation. o momtonng,
“evaluatiofl dd reporting of the Horizon Europc Programme. the participation of the. Republic:
-of Mo]dova in that Programme shall be confinuously monitored on a partriership basis involving’
the Comnusswn and.the Republic of Moldova:

2:  The.rules. concerning sound: financial management, ncluding the financial contfol,
‘rebovery and Gthér jantifraid measuies in relation to European Union funding undér ihis:
Agreenignt are laid down in Arinex 111,

Article 8
R”eﬁ;’rﬁﬁl’i’c of Moldova-EU Joint Reséarch and Innovation Comini ittee:

- The chubhc of Moldbva-EU Joinit Rescarch and Innovition Committee is hereby-'

estabhshed (hermnaﬁer referred to. as ‘Moldova - EU' Joint Com:ttee} The-tasks of the
Repiiblic.of Moldova-EU Joint Committee shall inclide:




a} -assessing; cvaiuatmg and rev:cwmg the implementation - of “this Agreement, - in
pamcular‘

(3):the participation and performarice of the' legal ‘entities. of the Republic: of
Mokdovi:inithe Horizofi Europe Prograniinie;

'(u} the leveL_ (friutual); openness.fo- the: ]egal entifies established in‘each Party:
1o participatedn programmes and pra;:acts of the other Party;

(i} the: implémientation of the firiancial contfibution meckanism. and ‘the.
Aforhatic corréction misehaiisin i iGeordance with Afticle 3 aid 4

V) information; exchange and examining any: p0331b1e questons on thé.
':'axmetaban nf results; mcludmg intellectual | property: nghls

b) dlscussmg upon request: of-either Party restrictions applied or. planncd by the Parties:
on actess:to their- ‘respective research ard innovation prograniimes, mcludmg in-
‘particular for actions related 10 theii: strategic assets, interests; autonomyor sectrity;

9 examining how:to: improve’ and develop cooperahon,
d;scussmg Jomtly the-fture orientations and pnontxcs of policies related to resedrch:
dnidinnovation and research: planning of commol interést; and

d) exchangmgqnformanon, diter: aha, on few ieglslatxon, demsmns Or national rescamh-
and innovation programmes that are relevant for the unplemmtat:on of his:
Agreemcnt

2. The Republic of MoldovaiEU Joint Corimittee; which shall be coinposed of “the:
Tepresentativesof the Republicof Moldovi arid of the European Union, shiall adopt its Rules of
Procedure,

3, The EU-Repubhc of Moldova Joint Committee- may decide to set up any. workmg
partyladmsory body-on anad’ ‘ot basis at expert level that can”dssist in camying. oit the
implementation 6f this Agreemment.

4, The: R?epubhc ofMoidova~EU Joint Committes shall mieet at least once & year, arld whcneverj
spec:a] circumstances 'so reqwre, At lhe request of any, of the Pames The meetings. shall be:
o"gamsed and Hosted alt ternatély h} the Eurpean Union and by the . National Authiority
dcs:pated by, the Governmerit of ihe: Repubhc of Moldova.

5: The Republic 6 Moldova-EU Joint Compitte shall ‘work on ‘an On-gomgbams thmugh ‘an,
exchange of relevant; mformatmn by any.mcans:of communication, in:particular in re 2
the pMmpahunfperfonnance ofthe icga] entities of the chubl:c of Moldova.. The Repubhc of:
Moldova:EU:Joint Committes may in patticular condict itk tasks.in writing whenever the figed:
ariges;




Arficle’d
Final provisions
§2 ’I’hx&Agreemmt shall enter into force on.1hie date 6n-'which the Parties have notifiéd sach
othgrofihe mmpletmn of their intermal procedurss nedessary’ for thit Purpose

2 ’IhusAgreement shiall apply from b January 2021, It shan Témaiin in. force for-ay longas
saary. for-all the: px.'{)‘;c:ctszq detions, activities:or parts thcreof ﬁnanced&om the: Honzon
Eumpc rogramme, all thie-sétions necessary to protect the- financial intercsts of the: European
‘Urifor:and all the: financial obhgatwns siemmmg “from the implementation of this Agréeiment
“between the Parties to be' mmplemd

3 This Agreeiticnt'shall be apphcd prowsmnaliy m acccrdance w:th the respective. mternal

~procedur ; ’,&‘Igg'islﬂ.tinn:‘-tif both Parties. The provisional app'li:ba't‘ibn shall bégin.ﬂh’ihe--dﬁt’é-
on ‘whith the Parties Have notified cach’ otheér of the completion of théir intemal protedures..
‘necessary for that purpose:

4,. Should the Repu’olw of Mbldova mhfy the: Comrmssnon acting on: behalf of the

European Umon thnt it will not- complete its internal pmcedures necessary for-the. entry into.

force of this Agrcemenl, this Agreément shall cease 10 apply prnvxsxonally o the'daté'of feceipt

of thi§ riolification by the Commission, which shall constitute the! cessationdate for.the burposes-
-0f this Agreement.

5, ‘T application of this Agreement may be suspended by the European Union in case of’
'-partla] orfull non-payment of the finsncial contribiition'dud by he Republiciof Moldova iifider
this’ Agreerient.

In’ €ase. of non:payment. which may sxgmﬁcantly Joopa:dnze the, 1mplcmentatxon and,
manggemient, of the Herizon, Eifrope. ngmmmc Cgmrmsmon shali send’a formal [etéer of
retmndcm thre o paymcnt is made withiri 20 workmg days after the Tormal 16tter of fefindes;.
suspension of the applicationof this. Agréément shall be notified by the* Commigsion-1o e
Republwof Moldova:a formal teiter of nigtification and shall take effect 15 days following the
receipt of this nonﬁcatmn by the Republxc of Moldova

In: case’ the apphcanon of d‘is Agreemem is suspcnded legal entities establishad inthe' Rﬂpablw
of Moldova shall fiot bé: elfglbie to parhclpate itvaward procedures niot yet completed when the:
suspension. takes: effeet. An award 'procediire $hall be corisidéred dompleted wheti. Tegal
cotnimitrients have been entered into as aresult of that procedure:

The smpenswn doas not- aﬂ'ect the Iegal commitments: enitered’ into ‘with. the lcgnl entitics.
estabhshe& dithe chubhc of Moldava before the:s suspenswn {ook efect. This A' grcement SHall;
Eontintg 16" apply to- suchilegal comimitients;

The Eurdpean Unicn shall lnunedlalcly noufy the chuhhc of Moldova once the: entire: amount
of the ﬁnanclal mnm‘buhon due has been’ received by he European- Union. The suspension
shiali'be fifted with an immediate effect upon this notification.:

As fsf the da’fé 'When ﬂxe snspenmen is. laﬁed, lcgal cntmcs of the Repubhc of Moldova sha]i be'

bcfore thls date for whtch the deadhnee For submtsswn Gf appiicattons has not expirmd
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‘the termmahon date for the purpases ef lhzs Agmcment

T Where thiis: Agrccment ceasts:to: appIy prowsmnally m accordance’ wnh paragraph 4 of g
-,thls Arhcie oris ten‘runatcd in-accordanice with pdragraph 6 of this Article; the Parfies: agree
that:

‘(a} pro_[ccts, actions;; actmtles or parls lhereof' in rcspect of whlch iegal commmncnts '

: oontmuc mml theu‘ amﬁpletwns undler the conditlons Iaad down i zhzs Agreement

(b) the dnniial financial contribution of the: yearN durmg which this; Agreement céd
orapply pravisionially ot i$ terminated’ shall be paid ennrely in-accordunce: wﬂh Art clc-:
s '_;operatmnal contnbutmn of the year N shall be adjustcd in accordance withi
Adticle: 3(8) and - corrected - in accordance ‘with Arficle 4 of this Agréemént The
pamczpat:on fee paid:for the ycarN shall:fiot-be adjusted orcorfected; and

(¢) follovwing thie year during which this:Agreement ceases to.apply prcwszonaliy oris
termitiated, the nitial opr:rahonal eontnbuhons paid: far ‘the years: dnnng which this.
Agreeiment spplied shall be: adjusted in. accordance with Atticle 3(8) ‘and shall be:
avtomatically corrected in‘acéordanos With AFicle 401 this Agréement,.

The Parties shall settle: by common Consent any vther: ,qqnsquenqms;gficrxnmatqumr cmsatmn ‘
of provisional #pplication ot this Apreement.

8.. ThtsAg:wneut may: only be: amended in wnuag by common consent of the Parties.
to force of the amendments will follow the safie procedure as thiat. apphcable for
the entry inito force of this Agreelnent

9.  The:Annéxes 1o this Agréement shall form.an ititepral part of this Agreement.
This Agréeent ; shah Be drawn up intwo original copies in Romanian and in- nnﬂlsn, eachiext
being equally authennc In caseof dwergence of mtcrpretauon, the Englxsh text shall prevail.

Done at Brussels, this 278 day of October in'the year 2021 in 2 oripirial copies, in Romanian
and.in’ Enghsh‘

1




For ifie For the Commission;

Republic-of Moldova, on bekaif &f the Europeatt Unidn;

Nétalid GA)

Prime Minister: Commissioner
Jor:Jmiovation, Research, Culture,

Educaiion and Youth

ANNEX I: Rules governing the financial contribution.of the Republic.of Moldové to the Horizop
Europe Prqgminﬁie--{fﬁ?#?Ojﬂ .l

ANNEX I Non-exhatistive 1ist of the equivalent programmes and projects of ihe Republic of
Moldoya: .

ANNEX:111; Sound Financial Management
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I.

« I aceordance with At

ANNEX1

Rules governing the financial contribution:of the Republic of Moldova to thé Horizon-
‘Europe Programme (2021-2027)

-Caleilition of the Republiciof Moldova’s financial contribution

L. 'Thé financial contribiition of the Republic of Moldova fo the Horizon Europe Programme

¢,

-\shall e @ tahhshed on;a yesrly bams i proportmn to, and i, addat n:to, the amount
dvailablé each's yéur inthe Union budgel for <o fmtment approphatxcsns eeded for ihe
“siariagenient, execuhon ‘afi op_cratmn of tln; Honzon Europe Programme; increased-in
~agcordance with Article 3(4}‘0!‘ this: Agreement

'Thc pammpahon fee rcfermd to. i A:txcle 3(7) of this’ Agreement shall be phased in.as

follaws::

= 2008; 25%;
~ 2026:3%
~ 2027:4%.

cle 3(5) of this’ ‘Agreemeit; the iritial operatmnal contribution to be:
paid by:the: chubhc of Moldova for its participation in the. Horizon: Europe ngamme
will -be:calculated ‘for the' respéctive financial years by applying an-adjustment. to the:
contribution key

The adjustmentto the contributionkey shall be:
‘Contribution Key Adjusted = Contribution Key % Coef ficient

Théi'ét)‘efﬁéiéht'--uséﬂ--fdf ih‘e'f-above calculation to adjust the cO‘mribuﬁon' key sha]‘l"bef(z) 20

imp{ementahon of yearN shall ‘be' made in year N+i when the mmal opcmtmnah

contribution ofiyear N shall be adjisted upwards or.downwards by the difference between:’

) adjusted mntnbuuon ‘calculiited by applying the contribution key: ad;usted of
year N fo the sum. of

1, the: amount :of budgetary commitivents -made on. comm:tmcntf
appropristions:authorised for year N under the European Union: voted.
budget: .and on comimitmént appropnatwns comesponding o
decommitments madé available, again; and



1L

:aﬁermgm nf the ¢ Vlﬁ 19 cnms”, the aniial mdu:at_ ,e_'amounls in

the MEF programiiinig shall beused for the purpose of calculating'the:
'adjusted contnbutxon,
b)-anid the:initial:operational.contribution of* year N:-

Startmg in year N2, nnd :each subsequmt _year, unhl all the budgetary comm:tments.
findnced undcr cammltm::nt appmpnmom ongumung from year N; inéréased: ‘i’
accordance:with Arncle 3¢ "'of this:Agreement; hiave-béen paidor decommitied; and-atthe:
tatest 3: YeHrs’ after the enid/of the: Horizon Europé Progranite; the Union shall caiculata an;
adjusunent Of the operaticiial cortribution of year N-by reducing: the chubhc of Moldove:
Opmtmnal conu'ibnnon by,the: amount obtamed by applymg the.contribution:key adjusted’

N 1 ‘th:; deoonmntments made each ycar on commﬁments of year N finignced under

Ifthe: MOunts stemn‘km g from extemal assmm‘:d revenue: of yearN {to include commitment

;gpprOpnanons, :md For ampounts under Counc:l Reguiauon (EU)-2020/2094, theanniual:
indieative gmounts’ inthe: MFI-‘ pmgrammmg) that'do not result fiom finandial contributigng

to the Horizon Europe Programme; from ‘gther donots are cancelled, the operanonai

‘contribiition of the Repiblic of Moldova shigil ‘be rediced by the- amount obtamed by.
‘applyinig the coritribiition key adjusted of year N-othe. amount cancelled,

Autnmatc correction of the Republi¢ of Moldova’y opérational contribution

1. For the ca}culatmn of the automatic correction as referred 1o in Arficle 4:of this: Agreemem,
the follemngmodalmes shall ap;ﬂy

‘8) - wmpenu!m .grmts “means. grants awarded: through calls for proposals wheére the final

beneﬂclanmfcan be :dcnt: ﬁed at thetimie.of thc caiculat:on of thc ‘gitomatic: corrcctxcn

Financial _support 1o third parties-as, deﬁncd in Arficle 204 of the:Financial chulatxon
is-exclideds

“b). where ¥ legal commitdiént is sigried with:a consomum, the amounts used to establish

the: mmal :amounts of the lepal commitment shal be the cumulah‘ve amounts allocated.
to eneficiaries thaf &ré Moldovan entities. in-accordance with the indicative: budget-
brcakdewn of the: grant:agrecment;

4.



c) all -amourits- 6f iegal commilments correspondmg to competntwe grants shall be
¢stablishied usm’g thc Europe&n?"Commxssmn'elech-omc system eCordd and be extiacied,

18 the ngramme other xhan compentwe grah
expendlture progmnune-qucq . nslsy
&) aimourts allacated 10-international orgamsatmns s legai entmes bemg the fina
' bmcﬁmmy“’shall beconsidcred 4s hon-ititérvention costs.
| d- f‘ollm\m
oar Wi rélation 10 the: execution of commitaiént.
‘increased in accordance with- Article: 3(4) of thls‘_
; ,.8h d. o' datd. 'arNand yearN+1 fro a.
rcfcrred Yo't pomt c) of paragraph (1] efpomt (II) of this Annex in year' N+2. aﬁer
any adjustmcnts iiyaccordance with “Article 3(8) ‘of this: Agreement have been,
apphed ‘1o, -the chubhc of "Moldova’s. contribution 1o the Hotizon Ewopc
Programme The-amount: oonsndered will be the amount of competitive grants for
:whlch data s, awuiablet atthetime’ of the calcnlanon ‘OF the corréetion..

by Startingin yearN+2:and up until 2029; the amount of the. automatic correction shall be
calculated for year N by-taking the differénce between: _
i. ‘the total amount of .the competltwe grants. appomoncd o the: Repubhc of”
;Mofdova or- Molds van legal ;entiti€s ‘as copimitments made on’ budget
. Appropriations ¢  anid
il.. theamountofthe; Republiciof Moldovaadjusted operational contnbuuon for
U yearN multlphed by the ratio; betwecn.
A:the: amount of competmvc grants: made on. commitment
appropriations of year N, increased in acoordance wnh Article:
_ 3(4) of this Agreemient; and
B. the' total ‘of .all the authorised budgetaxy ‘commitment
&ppropriations ofyear N, incliding ro n-intervention costs,

"01hcr actions inclizde notably procurbmient, prizes, findficial instruments, diregt.actions of the Jaint Resgéarch:

C Stbidérs yiptions (GECD IPEEC, [EA, .. ) expcns (evaiuatom‘ momtmmg of' pm_}ects)"' it
Intemai r,gnn@smons wouldvonly be omxsxdewd a% non-jiitérvéntion tosts il they are final benef :

-apply where an_iniernational organisation is a cocrdmator of'a projet: (d:smbuung .ﬁmds (%3 othcr:

15.




.ope _ratmﬁal ébntribnﬂa 3

_j_*x_l_i,gnt 01' C{he Ragubhc of Mnldo‘va’s ﬁnmmai contnbution .payméent of"

: The Commission shatlicommunicaté:fo the Reépublic of Moldova, as so6n. a8, possible:and
<ar the 1416t wheti; issuing,the first cal for- funds of the financial _year; the- following.

mfonnahon*

. ﬁle amguitsin cﬁmnuhncnt:appropnatwns in te; Union budget deﬁmnvely adoptcd
for the year: !n question for the budget lines covmng partlmpauon of the: chubllc :
of Mo]dova, in’ Honzon Eﬂr.ope Programme increased, ‘i relevant, in accordarnice.

 with Amc}e 3(4) nf fhiis: Agreement

b, theamovint of the | participation fée referréd to in Article "3(7)of this Agreement;.

€. from iyear N+1 of ' implementation: of the Horizon Eyrope Programme,’ the
Jmp’iemmtahon of commitment- appropnahons correspondmg to budgetary, yearN,
ificredsed in-agcordance wille Article: 3(4) of this Agreement and the: lcvel of
dcwm:mtmcnt

famur’of Moidovan Tegal entlhes broken down accordmgic the. corrcspbndmg;yeﬁ
0f budgeiary appropnahons and the rel ated total level of commitinients.:

Qn the: basxs ofits Draft Budgct thc Commission.shall ‘provide:an estimate: of information
for; e following: year unider poinits (a) and (6) 45 soon as. ‘possible, and, at-the Jatsst, by,
1 Septemher of the fizancial year.

.+ ‘The Commission shall'i issiie, at'the latest in' Aptildnd in Juneof sach firiancial J,nz:art a‘tall’

for: funds:‘to the Republic: of Moldova corresponding to its contribution- under. this,

Agreement
Eath.calls for funds shall provide for the payment of six-twelfths of the Reépublic of

Moldova ’s contnhuhon not later than 30 days after the call for-fiinds is issued..

Por thie first: year of: 1mpiementatton of this Agreemem, the’Commission shall issuga smgle
call for funds, within:60 deys.of the signature of this Agreemment;

. ‘Bachyear startmg in 2023, the calls for fiinds shall also réflect'the amouint of the automitic:
‘COIECtion” apphcab}e 10'the operationsl contribution paid for year N-2:

The ¢all for funds;issued af the latestin Aptil iay also ificlide: adjustiicnts; ot‘ thc ﬁnancxal

coniribution: paid’ by the Republic. of Moidavi for the implementation; managcment -and:
;operatmn of the previous Eramework Programme(s) for Resesrch and Innovation in whzch
the Republic of Moldova parhc:pated
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-For; cach .of ihe ﬁnanmal'_ years 202_8 2(_129 end 2030, the amount . resulungﬂ from: the
automa ic corredtion: app ied-to'the: operatiohal: comnbutwns paid:in-2026, and 2027 byithe
: ic ofMoldova. or: - fiom: the -adjustments made in accordance with Article: 3{8) of this

sement will e due o or froim the Republi€ of Moldova,

4. “Thé Republic: of Moldova shall pay ity ﬁnancml conmbuhen under’ this’ Agrecment in

‘accordance with point (HI) of this -Annex: Ii‘the absence of 1 paymient by the Republic:of
' Mqldo _ ylhe due date, thie'Commission shall send & formal letter of Téminder. Aty delay
inthe payment of thie ﬁnancial contnbunon shall giverise to the payment of defaull interest
by the Repubhc of Mbldova on'the outslandmg drmiouit frofn the due date.

The interestrate for amounts receivable not.paid.on the due date shail be. i rate Applied.

' ‘Central Bank taits priticipal refinancing operations; as, publishied'in the:C
sencs of. e O_ﬁ" cial. Jaumal of the European Union,'in force on the: first.calendar day of
the imorith i which the: due'date falls; incréased by 6nédnd half percentagé points.
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ANNEX II
‘List'of the-équilvalent programmes and projects of the Republic of Moldova

'The foIIowmg fioh-exhaustive: Tist shall be regarded ag. .programimies. anid 'prajects - equivalent:
-tothc Horizon: Eumpc Programme in the Repubhc of Moldova:

- Stata: I’mgrammes,
- Twhno?ogy Transfer and hinovation: Programmés;
- Biliteral and Multﬂatcrai Programmes;
= Post:Doctoral’ Progmmmcs
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Antex 11
Souiid Financlal Management

Protection of financial interests-and recovery

Article |
‘Reviews and andits

1. 'l'thurOpeanUmonshﬂﬂhaVathe fight to conduct; in-accordance with the applicable acts

o one-ot- more, Urilon institdtions:or bodics-and ds provided in- relevant ‘agréements srid/or

‘eBnittacts, technical, scientific; financial, or othiér types:of reviews and-audits on the premises.

‘of any natural person residing:in or any legal entity establistied in the Republic of Moldova'and,

Téceiving European. Unifon furiding, #y well ds any third party iiivolyed in the implementation

4 ofUmonﬁmdsmsxdmgorestahhshedm the Republic of Moldova. Such réview and:audiis may’

‘bé carried aut by the.dgents of the instifutions anid bodies of the Eurdpean Uriion, in paiticalir
‘ofthe European Comeission and the Buropean Court of Auditors; orby other persons trandatéd
by the European Comimission.

2.The aerits of the inistitutions 4sid odies of the Eutopeas Union, iparticular of the European
Commission andthe’ European. Gourt of Auditors, and the other pérsoris manddtéd by tie:
Europeaii Commission, shiall Have appropriate aciéss o sites, Works and documients (bothin-

glecionic’ arid-paper y*e'rs;igﬁs)ﬂgpgi_imu;atl,, ﬂreﬁi‘n’fonnai_igp required ‘in order. to carry -out such-

gui;{ils_;; including the tight of obtaining a pliysical/gléctronic copy of;and: extracts from, iy
documéht dr. the contents.of any dita meditmiheld by:the audited vatural.or legal person ,'or:

by the audited thiird party;

3. Thie' Republic of Moldova shiail not preveni or raise iny particular obstacle to, the right of
entrarice i, tie:Repullic of Moldova aid to the;acoess to the premises of the agents and other
persons reférredito in paragraph 2 on the groinds.of the éxércise of their duties reférred to i
s Aticle!

4, The:reviews and audits may be carried out; also after the suspension of application of this
Agreesient. pursiiant 10 its Adticle 9(5); the cessation of provisional application or-its
tertnication, 5h the terms {aid down in.the applicable:acts of one or more. European Uniort
institutionsor bodies and as provided in relévant agregments and/or contracts in rélatin 1o any,
legal commitment implementirig the. Furopean: Uiiion budget eatered into by-the European
‘Union,before the.date on which the suspension-of-application of this: Agréeirichtpiirsuant i3 its
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Article:9(5); the: cessarion of provisional application or termination iof 1His, Agreement:takes

Artléic 2
Flght agamSt :rregulanues, ﬁ:aud and other cnmmal ‘offences
aﬂ'ectmg the financial interests of the- Uniion'

1."THe Eiropedn Comission and the Burbpean Anfi-Fraod Office (OLAF) shall be authoriged.
i 8arry out administrative investigations, including on-the:spot-checks and inspections; onthe-
{ferrifory.of the Republic-of Moldova. These investigatibiis shall be. carded ‘out in agcordande:
with thie:femiis-and conditionsiestablished by:applicable acts of one or more Uiion insfitutions;
2, The competent Moidovan suthiorities shall inform the Europeiin Comrission of OLAF. within:
reasofigble thme of-any’ fact; 'or-suspicion -which- has: come 10 their notice' relating 107 an;
1rregulanty, fraud of other, -'i'i}c'ga'l -aciiviiy affecting the financial interests.of the:Unjon.

a. On-the-spof checks and; mspccnons may ‘be carfied g on the prémises'of any fdtural person:
ms;dmg in‘or legal entity’ esiabhshed Ani the Repubhc of Moldova and receiving Union fiinds;;
gs:fwcll as of any third parly involved in the imiplementation &f Unior funds rediding or:
establishied in the Republic-ofMoldova; .

4; Onthe:spot, chiecks and inspections shall be. prepared-and conduéted by the ‘Eurdpeén:
Commission: of OLAF in ‘clése collaboration. with: the ‘competent . Moldovan authonly
designsted by ‘the Moldovan government. The desipnated suthority shall be notified: a
r-sasanable fime in advance of the Objcct purpose and Jegal basis of the checks and i mpectmns
§0 -thiaf it ‘can- provide dsSistanice; To that end, the officials .of the competent Moldovan
;aqghg_ggeg;,mgy.pgg;qggtﬁ i the: Qnrﬂza-gpq; ghecks and lnspectmas

5 Upon request. by {HeMoldovan:authbrities, the on-thie-spot chiscks and inspectiofis may be
‘cairried out Jointly with the European Commission or OLAF.

§; Commission agents. and OLAF saff. shall have soééss. o all- the informtion: afid
documentation; iticluding computer data, 6 the:operations coincerried, which are required:for
thie proper conduct of the onsthe-spot checks.and inspectioris. They may, in particildr,-copy
relevant dociments.

7 Whire the persoi, entity or another third party resists an-on-thie-spot check or inspection, the
‘Moldovan authorities; acting in accordance with riational ritles and regulations, shall-assist the-
‘Européan Commission or 'dLA.F-, to allow-theny to-fulfil their duty in ‘carrying,nnt_fan:onfﬁw
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spot. check or inspection. This assistance:shall include taking:the appropriate precationary
mesasurés undér national law, in:particular in otder to safeguadrd ¢vidence.
‘8. The:Baropents Commission or OLAF:shall inform the Moldovan authorities of the result-of
sl ek and nspions. I il e Bropean Commissionor OLAF shall eprtas
“s00hds ;possible to the: competent Moldovan atithorty sy fact o¢ suspicioh’ refating 1o, ah
“irregularity which Has:come 16:their notice inl the:coursé of the on-the-spot check: or inspection,
9. Without prejudice to application-of Moldovan criminal law, the Edropean Commiission may
iripose administrative niedsures and pénalties on legal or natural persons of the Republic af-
Moldova participatinig:in the itapleshentation of & programme or-activity in-accordance with
Buropean Usiicii législation.
10, For. the, purpdses‘of proper implementation‘of this Article, the Europedn, Commission or
OLAF ‘and the:Moldovan competeni author ties. shall regularly. exchange information.and; at
the'requiest of ong of the pasties to this Agreéiment, consult-gach other, |
11, In ‘order to-facilitate effective-cooperation and exchenge of information-with-OLAF, the
Republié:of Moldove shall desighaté & contast poi.
competent-authorities. shali take place having duc regard to the éorfﬁ'dc:i't'iaiit_y'réqui‘fexncﬁté.
Personal data iricluded in the exehiange of information shall bé protected in accordance With
applicable rules,
13.. The: Moldbvan duthoritiés shall Sooperate with the European Public Prosesitor’s Offics fo
allow:itfo fulfil its dutyto investigate; prosecute and bring to judgment the perpetraiors. of; and
accomplices: 10; eriminal offences affecting the finaricial interests of the Eiropean Uiion if
ceordance with thie applicable legistation.

Article 3
Recovery and enforcement

1. Decisions adopted by the European Comuitssion imposing a pecuniary obligation on legal or
natural persons otlier than States in relation to any claims stemming from the: Horizon Europe:
Programme shall be ¢nforceable in the Republic.of Moldova. The order for enforcement shall

of thie'decision by thie vational autfiority désignated for this purpose by the Government qt"‘-:’ﬂ;fgﬁ
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Répiiblic 6 Moldova, The Goveriment: of:the. Republic of Moldova shall make known iits
dwgnatc&nahonal authori ty:to the Comnussmn and the Court of Justice: of the: Eurépean
Union: In-accordance with Article 4, the European Conifriission shall be entitfed touohﬂrsuch
éiiforceable decisions difectly 1o, persons residingiand legal entities established in the Republic
of Moldova, Enforcement shal fake-place inaccordance wilh the Moldovan Jaw-dnd files 6
procedure.

2. Tadgments and orders of the'Court of Justice of the Eurapean Union delivered in application
ofaﬂarb’xtratwn ci_au_,se contained in a contract.or agreement in relation (6 Union programinies,
activities; actions dr projécts shall be. enforeeable iri the Republic of Moldovar in; the-same
mansieras Enropean Commission decisions referred to in paragraph (1).

3; The-Couit of Justice of the. Eiropean Uniion shall ave jurisdiction fp‘jrqview::lhﬁ:.lega]j,lyf of
#h& decisionof thie Commission referred 1o in paragraph 1 and to suspend its enforcetnent.
However;__:,t'ﬁe"éduﬁs:6f“tﬁésR'eguﬁlié;,ﬁf'-Mb"ld'dvii.%hﬂl-'hai’fié?jﬁx‘i'Sdiéﬁdn over complaints that
enfortement isbeiiip carried out in'an itreguldr mannér,

Article 4.

Commuriication and exchange of information

“Thig European-Union institutions-and bodies involved in the implementation of Hb_xizgn; Europe

Programme; or-in-controls over:that programme, shall be entitled to commiunicate. diréetly,
including throuigh eleétronic exchange systemns, with any natural person residing in or legsl
-égtsty:_gsfgbl,iéﬁéa if the Republic of Moldova and receiving Union finds, as well as ary third
_party?*invol'vdd'f-‘ih‘tﬁé fmﬁlémehtafi'éﬁ. of Union funds résiding or ,csmbii'éheﬂ'-in'th-é‘;rkégﬁﬁli;cipf
Moldova, Such persons,enuties and ‘parties: may submit directly to-the European Union
institutions and bodiesal! relevant information and documentation which they dré equired to:
submiit-on the basis ofthe European Uniot legislation applicable to:the un‘ibn;pmgfmﬁmgfgﬁd
of the ¢ontracts or agreements concluded to implement that programme.

22




